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New York: Today, sunny, low hu-
midity, light winds, high 76. To-.
night, clear, patchy fog late, low 62.
Tomorrow, increasing clouds, high *
76. Weather map is on Page Al9.4
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Vaccination campaigns, as in Indonesia, cut childhood deaths.

Child Mortality at Record Low;
Unicef Predicts Further Drop

By DONALD G. McNEIL Jr.

For the first time since record
keeping began in 1960, the num-
ber of deaths of young children
around the world has fallen be-
low 10 million a year, according to
figures from the United Nations
Children’s Fund being released
today.

This public health triumph has
arisen, Unicef officials said, part-
ly from campaigns against mea-
sles, malaria and bottle-feeding,
and partly from improvements in
the economies of most of the
world outside Africa.

The estimated drop, to 9.7 mil-
lion deaths of children under 5,
“is a historic moment,” said Ann
M. Veneman, Unicef’s executive
director, noting that it shows
progress toward the TUnited Na-

tions Millennium Development
Goal of cutting the rate of infant
mortality in 1990 by two-thirds by
2015. “But there is no room for
complacency. Most of these
deaths are preventable, and the
solutions are tried and tested.”
Interestingly, Unicef officials
said, the new estimate comes
from household surveys done in
2005 or earlier, so they barely re-
flect the huge influx of money
that has poured into third world
health in the last few years from
the Global Fund to Fight AIDS,
Tuberculosis and Malaria; the
Gates Foundation; and the Bush
administration’s twin programs
to fight AIDS and malaria. For

Continued on Page Al4
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